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Abstract. The book elucidates the crash of the tsar’s train near the homestead of 
Borki Zmiev county Kharkov province of Russia that happened on the 17th of Octo-
ber, 1888 and the book elucidates the investigation of this event. The miraculous es-
cape of the highly distinguished family became a reason for building a monumental 
architectural complex Spasov Skit, where, without doubt, the Saviour’s temple was 
its decoration. On the basis of historical sources and a great number of illustrations 
the author describes this cultural and architectural monument. 
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of readers interested in the history of Zmievland and of Sloboda Ukraine. 
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